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Macbeth
War, power, ambition, murder, conscience, treachery, 

suicide, revenge. Shakespeare’s shortest tragedy, made 

shorter still and performed in post-quake Lyttelton 

amid rubble and roofing iron and mud that’s thick 

enough to suck a boot off. The audience has a heated 

shelter but the cast is exposed to whatever the 

fag end of winter throws at them. Brought to you 

by director Mike Friend and the homeless Loons of 

Lyttelton, this is theatre as raw as the story it tells.

Joe Bennet

The Loons Circus Theatre Company was founded in 2007 by the theatre 
director Mike Friend. It is a physical circus theatre company using the creative 
and performance skills of singers, musicians, actors, aerialists and acrobats.

The Loons Circus Theatre Co. flagship show ‘The Butler’ has played to over 
15,000 people over its four years of touring both nationally throughout NZ, 
and to the UK in 2010. The show is currently in discussion to perform in Berlin 
for 2012.

In July 2009 with the growth and artistic development of the company, 
Christchurch Arts Festival commissioned a new work ‘Happy Home Road’ 
receiving stunning reviews. In November ‘Oak’ was created for the Sculpture 
on the Peninsula exhibition playing to over 5000 people.

2010 saw the birth of ‘Berlin Burlesque’ playing to sell-out houses through its 
two seasons at The Loons. Berlin Burlesque is set to tour nationally from Oct 
2011 to Feb 2012 and will show within both the Nelson and Tauranga Arts 
Festivals.

For the 2011 Christchurch Arts Festival commissioned Mike to develop a new 
version of ‘Macbeth’ originally planned to be held at the Loons Theatre. The 
Loons playwright, Joe Bennett was brought in to edit Shakespeare’s work 
and plans were made for the production. When the June 2011 earthquake 
hit Lyttelton, the Loons was ‘red stickered’ and new plans had to be set in 
motion. With venues scarce the decision was to keep the production in it’s 
home town of Lyttelton and utilize the cleared sections of land that once 
housed the Volcano Café, Lava bar, Coastal Living and Lyttelton Fisheries 
businesses. An outdoor theatre like no other was born of the rubble creating 
a new style of spacious, multi-leveled, outdoor theatre.

If you would like to contribute to support The Loons in their efforts to repair 
their home theatre, and continue to create new works within NewZealand, 
please contact Darryl Cribb via The Loons: darryl@theloons.co.nz

www.theloons.co.nz

The Loons Circus Theatre Company


